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Westminster, to support their authority; Cromwell—Le., the
Army—that he might be (ultimately) got rid of. For as long
as Charles lived the rebel leaders were in peril.
The Scots had no desire to continue the ownership of his
person, save as a bargaining point. They could not take back
with them to Scotland a man who refused to take the Covenant,
but they could use him to obtain money. They were owed
£400,000 (about two and a half millions in our money, and of
vastly more in social values under the conditions of that time); by
so much had the tribute due to the Scots for deciding the war in
favour of the Rebellion fallen into arrears. After much haggling
they were promised half—^200,000—in cash, and the other half
later. They would not hand over the King until they had got
the whole of the first £200,000, anyhow. The last instalment of
this was paid on February 3,1647, arriving at the Scottish head-
quarters in good solid gold, packed in a long line of carts; and
the King was duly handed over to the delegation of the politicians
from Westminster.
(2) Prisoner of the Parliamentarians. The Parliamentarians
at Westminster were very anxious for their future. In theory
they were the authority commanding the Army; but the Army
had the actual power, the physical force, and might at any moment
use it. They hoped, as Parliamentarians do, to get the better of
physical force by intrigue. The actual possession of the King's
person was invaluable to them. They could use the authority
it conveyed to the popular mind at large, and they could use it
as a great asset in their attempt to coax or bribe the Army into
disbanding itself. They put the King into Holmby House.
near Northampton, on his way to which from the North he had
been greeted by cheering crowds, for the average Englishman
'was already by this time wholeheartedly for a restoration-—the
military taxation alone was an intolerable burden; the perpetual
raiding and foraging, billeting and plunder, had wearied men
out. What restriction of the King's power the ordinary tax-
payer might still demand there is no telling, but that opinion now
supported the monarchy was clear from the attitude of the
populace wherever the King passed.
The Parliamentarians needed some force to defend their
usurped power. But they dreaded the now virtually inde-
pendent Army. The Parliament ordered Fairfax to disband the
Army, save for a portion of it which was to be sent over to
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